29 September 2010

Special school helped by local company

Dorset-based Siemens has recently completed another project in the community
on behalf of The Wessex Autistic Society. A new pedestrian crossing has been
donated to Portfield School, Christchurch to help school children with autism

improve their levels of road safety awareness in a controlled environment.

A group of graduate volunteers at Siemens managed the project and the equipment was
installed at no cost by the company’s Field Services division, also based in Poole. The

pedestrian crossing equipment donated by Siemens includes push buttons incorporating
audible and tactile indicators, ensuring that road safety training can be performed with a

wide range of groups.

Gary Winstanley, Siemens’ Supply Chain Director said: ‘Encouraged by those involved
in the company, supporting the local community and helping groups in need is very
important. It's also highly rewarding to see such schemes in place, providing real

benefits and making a positive difference to peoples’ lives.’

Andrew Thomas, Director of Portfield School; ‘The new equipment is a great asset to the
school allowing us to enhance the life skills and independence of our students.
Supporting the students and the school in this way is tremendous and we are extremely
grateful to all parties. The new equipment has already had a positive impact on the

student’s level of road safety awareness.

Portfield School, located in Parley near Christchurch, is run by the Society and currently
educates 60 pupils aged 3-19 and tailors the educational curriculum according to each
pupils needs, focusing on individuals’ strengths as well as addressing the learning

disabilities associated with autism.

The Society is committed to ensuring that people with autism should enjoy the same
rights and privileges as the rest of the population, including the right to accessible and

suitable activities.
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For further information about Portfield School visit: www.twas.org.uk or call -
01202 573808

About Siemens in the UK

Siemens was established in the United Kingdom 167 years ago and now employs 16,915 people
in the UK. Last year’s revenues were £4.2 billion. As a leading global engineering and technology
services company, Siemens provides innovative solutions to help tackle the world’s major
challenges, across the key sectors of energy, industry and healthcare. Siemens has offices and
factories throughout the UK, with its headquarters in Frimley, Surrey. The company’s global
headquarters is in Munich, Germany. For more information, visit www.siemens.co.uk

For more information, contact: Siemens Mobility, Traffic Solutions,

Head of Communications PR Account Manager

Peter Preston Julian Gollogly

Tel: 01202 782390 Tel: 07770 924441

Email: peter.preston@siemens.com Email: julian.gollogly@ntlworld.com

This press release can be found on the web at: www.siemens.co.uk/traffic
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