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Issued on behalf of Siemens, Borough of Poole, Dorset County Council and Dorset Road Safe

NEWS RELEASE
SafeZone trial underway at Poole school

A six month trial of a new average speed enforcement system will be officially launched in Poole on Wednesday 8 September 2010. The trial is intended to reduce vehicle speeds and improve road safety for school children, staff and teachers at Springdale First School and the local residents of Springdale Road. 
The new ‘SafeZone’ road safety camera system, developed by local company Siemens, calculates the average speed of vehicles against posted speed limits and has been designed to be installed in urban environments with the minimum impact to the local environment. The trial also includes the installation of new eye-catching road signs that incorporate a ‘slow down’ message designed by Springdale pupil Eryn Young, aged seven years.  The children at the school will also receive a new hi-visibility duffle bag from Siemens with the SafeZone symbol.
Ruth Leach, Headteacher, Springdale First School, said: ‘The safety of children at Springdale is of paramount importance and the school is eager to promote safe, healthy travel. Some parents and children have raised concerns over the speed of vehicles on Springdale Road. We are keen to support any initiative which may enhance safety and will be interested to learn of the outcome of the trial.’

Siemens is testing the viability of this solution to reduce vehicle speeds near a school and hence the likelihood of a casualty. Springdale Road is an ideal location for the trial as recent surveys have identified up to 98 vehicles travelling past the school gates at speeds above 40mph in each hour before and after school.
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Cllr Mike White, Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Transportation, Borough of Poole said: ‘We fully support initiatives to improve road safety and we look forward to the results of this trial to see how effective it proves. Road safety is a priority in Poole and we would like to thank Siemens for funding the trial.’ 

The trial has gained the support of the local community including the school, parents, local residents, the Borough of Poole council, Dorset County Council and Dorset Road Safe (formerly Dorset Safety Camera Partnership).
Julie Townsend, campaigns director at Brake, the road safety charity, said: ‘Children and families have a right to walk and cycle in their neighbourhoods without fear of speeding traffic. Tackling speeding helps to make our communities safer for everyone, as drivers are more able to react and stop in time when they need to – such as if a child runs out in front of them. We’re really excited about this new technology – it has the potential to make our streets more family-friendly and to reduce the needless deaths and injuries that all too often result from speeding.” 

The data collected by the cameras during the trial will not be used for enforcement purposes and nobody will be prosecuted as a result.  
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For further information, please contact Liz Packer, Communications and Marketing Manager at elizabeth.packer@dorset.pnn.police.uk 


