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Metering – A Smart Idea?

How can the roll out of smart metering help 
energy customers, and contribute to the 
development of true smart grids?



The Panel

Chair: Dr Howard Porter    CEO BEAMA

David Lee – Siemens Metering

Darren Garbett – Siemens Industry Sector

Dave Holcroft – Siemens Building Technologies



Metering – A Smart Idea?

Smart technologies 

Fashion item or essential for the future ??

Can smarts save businesses and customers financially?

Which Government policies and tax regimes can smarts help with?

What is a smart grid and what does it mean for you?

What are the drivers for moving towards a smart metering and grid future?



Regulatory drivers

European Drivers
The now famous 20:20:20 targets are driving many European energy policies

20% Energy efficiency improvements
20% Renewables
20% Reductions in carbon emissions

All by 2020 
Leading to a number of European initiatives:
Smart metering for 80% of European buildings by 2020 – 3rd Energy package 

Directives
Energy and Related Products Directive – pushing the markets for low energy and 

carbon products across all markets
Energy Performance of Buildings Directive – will increasingly force the UK 

Government to adopt tighter buildings based energy policies
Increasing interest in smart electricity networks



And in the UK....

The UK has been a leader in the publication and adoption of energy and 
climate changes related policies 

2007 Energy White Paper
2008 Climate Change Act

Led to the formation of the Climate Change Committee, and the target of an 80%   
reduction in Carbon emissions by 2050, and the adoption of an electricity led 
future

2009 UK Low Carbon Transition Plan 

May 2010 New Government = New energy and climate change policies? 

2010 Lib-Con Coalition Agreement - Environment
No 1 - The establishment of a smart grid and the roll-out of smart meters



Lib-Con top energy policies

Planned role out of smart metering by 2016???

Big push for all 
renewables – on the 
network and on buildings

Will allow households and 
businesses to invest in 
energy efficient solutions



How can these all these policies be 
implemented? 

Climate change targets 
Security of Supply
Fuel Poverty

Regulation
Investment
Skills
Incentives 
Customer acceptance

Low carbon solutions:
Low-C generation
Efficient transport of energy
Low-C products
Energy management

Smart grid 

Policy Drivers

Solutions

Result: Lower Carbon emissions

Less secure network

Increased need to manage 
electrical networks

Needs

Regulation
Investment
Skills
Incentives 
Customer acceptance

Needs



Smart Metering and Smart grid??



What it means for buildings – the domestic example



What does this mean for UK businesses?

All businesses will be faced with:
• Increased energy costs
• Increased environmental and carbon based regulations – these usually will 

cost money!!
• Increased customer demands for green and clean products and solutions

Smart solutions provide the tools for businesses to controls costs, and 
position them as Green leaders
Investing in smart technologies – or taking advantage of utility offers – will put 
businesses in the best position to deal with current and future pressures.

And – domestic consumers will be faced with the same pressures and smarts 
can provide the same answers.
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